The Yoakum site, ≈160 km south of College Station, receives an average of 200 chill units less per year. At both sites, ʻTexKingʼ was as productive as ʻFlordakingʼ and ʻTexstarʼ, with average crop ratings of 4.8, 4.5, and 5.0 where a rating of 5 is a full commercial crop (Crop rating scale 0 = no crop, 2 = 40% full crop, 5 = full crop-a fruit every 15 cm of branch length, 7 = a fruit every 7.5 cm of branch length, and 9 = a fruit every 3.75 cm branch length).
The tree is vigorous with a semi-spreading growth habit, as are trees of ʻFlordakingʼ and ʻTexstarʼ. ʻTexKingʼ has moderate resistance to bacterial leaf spot [Xanthomonas campestris pv. pruni (E. F. Smith) Dye.], as does ʻFlorda-kingʼ. The moderately large leaves are lanceolate with globose glands, acute bases, sharply acute apices, and crenate margins.
ʻTexKingʼ blooms with ʻFlordakingʼ and ≈13 d before ʻTexstarʻ (Table 1) . Flowers are large and showy with an average diameter of 3.9 cm and length of petal of 2.0 cm. The five petals are light pink (62C) (Anon., 1995) with a darker pink center vein. The sepals are a dull red (183B). The yellow (8B) anthers have an orange-red (34B) edge and are on filaments (1.5 cm length) and protrude further than the style (average length 1.2 cm). Young filaments are white (155C) and turn red purple (60C) with age. Pollen is yellow (19B) and abundant. The tree is self fertile.
Trees (Okie, 1993) . The pollen parent was TX3290-2, a large fruited, early ripening, medium chill selection from a cross between the selection Y7-97 x ʻHamletʼ. Y7-97 was selected at the Yoakum Plant Disease Experiment Station by Hollis Bowen from a population derived from a cross he did at Rutgers Univ. in cooperation with Frederic Hough with pollen from a selection from the Univ. of Florida (Fig. 1) . ʻHamletʼ is an early ripening peach released from North Carolina Agricultural Experiment Station (Clayton et al., 1977) .
The cross was made in 1992, embryos were rescued, and seedlings planted in the high density fruiting nursery at College Station in 1993. ʻTexKingʼ was selected as TX2B6 in 1994 for its early maturity, large fruit size, good productivity, yellow ground color, round shape, high red overcolor, and excellent firmness. It was propagated asexually by budding and has been evaluated in Texas, California, and southern Spain. y Size ratings of diameter (mm) 0 to 9, 4 = 51 to 57, 5 = 58 to 64, 6 = 65 to 70, 7 = 71 to 76.
x Ratings on a subjective 0 to 9 scale, where 0 to 4 = unacceptable, 5 = marginal, 6 = good, 7 = very good, 8 to 9 = excellent for commercial use. w Rated on percent basis. 0 = no red, 5 = 50% flesh with red, 9 = 90% or more with red. v Mean separation within columns by Duncanʼs Multiple Range test at the 5% level. Means followed by the same letter are not significantly different. No letters within a column indicates no significant differences.
a yellow ground color (15C to 18B), 60% to 80% red overcolor (46B to 53A), yellow flesh color (14C to 17C), and is clingstone. ʻTexKingʼ has equivalent or better size, firmness, red blush, and shape than ʻFlordakingʼor ʻTexstarʼ. The fruit has melting flesh that does not brown readily nor has it shown a tendency the medium chill stone fruit production zone of Texas (Tables 1 and 2 ).
Availability
A patent has been applied for and budwood can be acquired under a propagation license agreement with the Texas Agricultural Experiment Station.
